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As Myanmar's economy steadily grows, a higher percentage of Yangon's population are 
finding themselves with more cash to spend. The Asia Development Bank estimates that 
Myanmar's income per capita could increase six fold by 2030. Two years ago, imported 
products from Thailand and Hong Kong would have been impossible to see displayed in 
downtown shopping malls. However, big international brands are now moving in to take 
advantage of the world's last frontier markets. 
A lot of Burmese people, who used to live in exile, are 
returning home as the city is changing dramatically with 
foreign investors pouring money into local industries and 
infrastructure projects. Even, wages are higher than in the 
past. An increase in investment, improved business 
confidence, commodity exports, and a rise in tourism 
contributed to this growth. Economic advisor to the 
government, MaungAung, believes Myanmar's economy 
will continue to grow over the coming years. “Now our 
economy does not only depend on Asian markets, but also 
European markets. We expect to enter the US market soon. 
So now we are trading globally. We have lots of opportunity to grow in our economy,” he 
said. Myanmar's international investment profile was raised last year by several major 
factors, including the award of telecommunications licenses, airport construction bids, 
hosting the World Economic Forum on East Asia and staging the Southeast Asian Games. 
The higher profile has been helped with a broad array of reforms, unifying the exchange rate, 
improving monetary policy, increasing tax collection, reorienting public expenditure toward 
social and physical infrastructure and liberalizing agriculture and trade.
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INDIA'S NORTH EAST FRONTIER- 
THE BRIDGE FROM ASEAN TO INDIA
BACKGROUND
India-Myanmar relations are rooted in shared historical, ethnic, cultural and religious ties. 
As the land of Lord Buddha, India is a country of pilgrimage for the people of Myanmar.
India and Myanmar relations have stood the test of time. The geographical proximity of the 
two countries has helped develop and sustain cordial relations and facilitated people to 
people contact. India and Myanmar share a long land border of over 1600 km and a maritime 
boundary in the Bay of Bengal. A large population of Indian origin (according to some 
estimates about 2.5 million) lives in Myanmar. India and Myanmar signed a Treaty of 
Friendship in 1951. The visit of the Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1987 laid the 
foundations for a stronger relationship between India and Myanmar.

NORTH EAST CONNECTIVITY TO THE WORLD
RAILWAY CONNECTIVITY
Connectivity within the region and with rest of the world still remains poor. The region has 
about 2600 kms of railway lines, but till today only two state capitals are connected by 
railways, with bulk of the lines lying in the states of Assam and Tripura. The Trans Asian 
Railway (TAR) network still has missing links such as the 219 km Jiribam - Moreh line. 
When completed, it would extend India's rail system to the border with Myanmar and 
eventually the TAR would pass through the North East and provide a cheaper mode of 
transportation between the North East part of India, ASEAN and China.
AIR CONNECTIVITY
In terms of connectivity by air, while the number of flights has increased, the number of 
destinations served has actually come down from 17 in the 1970s to 11 at present. 

WAY FORWARD 
A number of agreements enhancing bilateral Cooperation have been signed between the 
two countries. Institutional mechanisms for facilitating regular dialogue on a range of issues 
of bilateral interest have also been established. During 2002, the Indian Consulate General 
in Mandalay was re-opened and the Consulate General of Myanmar was set up in Kolkata. 
Following the cataclysmic cyclone 'Nargis' which hit Myanmar in May 2008, India 
responded immediately with relief materials and offers of assistance. India also provided 
assistance of US $1 million for humanitarian relief and rehabilitation in the areas affected 
by the severe earthquake in Shan State in March 2011. Of this amount, US$ 250,000 was 
provided as a cash grant to the Myanmar Government while US$ 750,000 was utilized for 
reconstruction of one high school and six primary schools in Tarlay Township that was 
worst affected by the earthquake.

NORTH EAST INDIA - BRIDGING ASEAN AND INDIA
As of now the North East Frontier has 30 land customs stations (LCS) with Bangladesh (9 of 
them non-functional), 3 with Myanmar (1 non-functional), 3 with Bhutan (2 nonfunctional) 
and 1 with China. Trade through most of these LCS is minimal with only Moreh (with 
Myanmar), Agartala, Karimganj and Dawki (with Bangladesh) accounting for some 
substantial trade.
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This however is far from a true reflection of the potential. The North East (NE) shares over 
5,300 km of border with neighbouring countries including China, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar. With the opening up of Myanmar, the region will be strategically placed to act as 
a bridge between mainland India and the ASEAN countries.
To put the opportunities in perspective, the upcoming Asian Highway-1 (AH-1) connecting 
the entire breadth of Asia from Japan to Turkey and Asian Highway-2 (AH-2) connecting 
Indonesia to Iran, will both pass through the North East, and the Trans Asian Railway (TAR) 
Project will also intersect the Asian Highways in the North East. The confluence of rail and 
road traffic from entire Asia will indeed give rise to great opportunities for the region. At 
present the bilateral trade between India and its eastern neighbours including ASEAN is 
well over $200 billion. This is only going to grow in the years to come. If even a small 
percentage of this trade gets diverted through the land route once it opens up, it will provide 
the North East a great opportunity.
To be able to take advantage of the emerging opportunities, the region has to put in place 
world class infrastructure for transport, logistics, processing and value addition; create a 
pool of skilled manpower; and come up with a long term vision that aims at leveraging its 
core competencies.
For the NE to develop at a faster pace and catch up with rest of the country, it is imperative 
that the artificial isolation that the frontier region has been living through for the past 65 
years be ended. The best way to integrate the NE with the mainstream national and global 
economy would be to build robust economic and physical connectivity with the 
neighbouring countries.

TRILATERAL HIGHWAY LIKELY BY 2016
An ambitious project to 
develop a 3,200 km highway 
linking India, Myanmar and 
Thailand was an important 
item on the agenda of Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh 
during his visit to Bangkok 
earlier this year. The alignment 
of this trilateral highway falls 
within AH-1 and AH-2.
India has already given 
Myanmar $500 million in 
financial assistance, a part of 
which will be used to fund the 
p r o j e c t  w h i c h ,  w h e n  
completed, will connect India, 
Myanmar and Thailand. The 
improvement in physical connectivity between Myanmar and North East India would 
enhance trade between the two countries.

-  Ranjit Barthakur, Founding Chairman, Myanmar Matters

MAP OF PROPOSED INDIA-MYANMAR-THAILAND TRILATERAL HIGHWAY
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Myanmar is a country endowed with vast natural resources in terms of abundance of fertile 
soil, rivers, flora and fauna and a vast array of minerals and hydrocarbon resources.However 
most economistswill agree that more than the natural resources of the country, it'sthe human 
resources or the people who will ultimately define the growth potential and eventual growth 
of the country.
It thus becomes imperative to check whether the government and private institutes have the 
required infrastructure for training.One of the biggest concern areas is the shortage of 
quality trainersespecially in vocational and skill development sectors. It gets difficult to get 
good trainers, because technological changes are taking place at break neck speed, whereas 
the trainers are getting updated at snails speed.
As countries like Myanmar transition from agrarian to industrial economy, there is a need to 
set up Vocational Skill Development Centers across cities and towns with reasonable 
population of youth willing to learn and make a professional and profitable career.
It is also important that the Government of Myanmar, both Union and Regional 
Governments, provide support in areas of infrastructure development, sponsorship of Train 
the Trainer programs, monetary support to students and setting up of employment 
exchanges where qualifying students can apply for jobs.
In order to leverage the demographic dividend and create opportunities for the youth in 
terms of employment and rising income levels, development of vocational training and skill 
development is the most effective tool for Myanmar. As a part of the ASEAN community, 
Myanmar stands to gain significantly by not only employing skilled labour and exporting 
quality goods and services, but can also earn foreign exchange.

DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING IN MYANMAR

AUTOMOBILE ENGINE WITH STUDENTS IN INDIA

- Mr. Sourav Daspatnaik, Director, Global Protek & Board Member, National HRD Network
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“As in the past, so in the future, the people of 

India will stand shoulder to shoulder with the 

people of Burma, and whether we have to share 

good fortune or ill fortune, we shall share it 

together.” These were Indian Prime Minister 

Jawaharlal Nehru's words in 1948, on the day of 

Burma's independence from Britain. Since then 

relations between the two countries have 

fluctuated between friendship, neglect and 

outright hostility, yet India's rise on the 

international stage and Myanmar's “democratic 

transition” are forcing both governments to 

reassess the nature of bilateral relations based on 

regional geopolitical developments.

India views Myanmar's emerging political 

transformation as a strategic and ideological 

opening that offers New Delhi an opportunity to 

dilute Chinese influence while expanding India's 

strategic depth. While India cannot expect to 

rival China's influence in

Myanmar in the near or even medium term, it can 

have an impact on that relationship. In turn, 

Myanmar stands to gain from a stronger relationship with India on a variety of levels, 

whereas China views the strengthening relationship between India and Myanmar as a 

strategic threat.

India has long prided itself as the world's largest democracy, as well as being a leader of the 

Non-Aligned Movement. At previous junctures in their modern history, both of these factors 

contributed to the dynamics that shaped the India-Myanmar/Burma relationship.

Throughout the 1950s, ties were cordial, however the 1962 coup d'état in Myanmar led to a 

deterioration of relations. During the two decades of General Ne Win's junta, ethnic Indians 

were targeted, being viewed as “privileged” during British colonial rule. The nationalist 

wave that followed led to the expulsion of many ethnic Indians from the country. India 

pursued a rather disinterested and neutral policy vis-à-vis Myanmar throughout the majority 

of the Cold War. By the late 1980s, New Delhi began to play an activist role by sponsoring 

the democratic opposition—seeking to establish itself as a beacon of democracy in Asia.

New Delhi soon learned that such an idealistic approach to foreign policy did not advance its 

strategic interests, nor did it help the democratic struggle in Myanmar, as the repressive 

nature of the regime only worsened. 

CAN CHINA AND INDIA COEXIST IN MYANMAR?
By Daniel Wagner and Giorgio Cafiero

GROWTH AREAS AND ECONOMIC CORRIDORS OF MYANMAR
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As the military junta in Yangon grew hostile toward India, China became the regime's 
closest ally. India's approach to Myanmar's government subsequently shifted toward 
realism by 1995, as New Delhi accepted that the ruling junta was there for the long term. 

Thereafter, India became one of only eight 
governments in the world to sell arms to Yangon, 
underscoring the degree to which the bilateral 
relationship fluctuated since independence. 
Following the commencement of Myanmar's 
“democratic transition” in 2012, which led to the 
lifting of international economic sanctions, 
India's government and some of its private 
companies, saw a strategic opportunity to 
influence the subcontinent's periphery.

Indian firms such as ONGC Videsh, Jubilant Oil 

and Gas and the Century Ply-Star Cement group 

commenced operations in Myanmar. Total 

Indian investment in the country now 

approaches $300 million. Yet this is a small 

fraction of the total $43 billion in foreign direct 

investment (FDI) that has reached Myanmar and 

the majority of its FDI continues to originate 

from China. While a decrease in Chinese FDI in 

Myanmar has ensued since 2012 the government 

in Naypyidaw remains dependent on China (and 

Russia) for its military armaments. Here, India is 

simply not in a position to compete, and 

probably will not be for many years to come—if 

at all. 

India's lack of capacity to become an influential 

trade and investment partner is driven by several 

factors, which include India's underdeveloped energy infrastructure, which limits New 

Delhi's capacity to transfer and distribute Myanmar's oil and natural gas in India, the reality 

that the two countries' mutual border is undeveloped, which contrasts with Myanmar's 

border with China, and bureaucratic hurdles and red tape that impede the cross-border trade 

and investment process.

India has every reason to want to embrace Myanmar at this time, and to make as much 

progress as is possible on the trade and investment front. New Delhi's interest in integrating 

India's isolated northeast with the rest of the country will continue to provide Indian officials 

with an incentive to deepen economic, political and military ties with Myanmar. Yet security 

dilemmas on both sides of the border constitute major concerns for Indian authorities. For 

example, the Buddhist-orchestrated pogroms against Myanmar's Muslims have led to a 

radicalization of some Muslims in the region, which threatens to result in retaliatory attacks 

against Buddhist institutions in India and other corners of South and Southeast Asia. 

MYANMAR'S PRESIDENT THEIN SEIN, LEFT, AND CHINESE 
PRESIDENT HU JINTAO STAND FOR NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
DURING A WELCOME CEREMONY AT THE GREAT HALL OF 
THE PEOPLE IN BEIJING, CHINA
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The Naga community, situated on both 

sides of the border, will also remain a 

concern for both governments as the 

concept of “Nagaland” potentially 

threatens both states' territorial 

integrity.

From Naypyidaw's perspective, deeper 

ties with India can alleviate some of its 

own concerns about destabilizing 

developments on its side of the border, 

while also demonstrating that the 

country can balance its partnership with 

China along with other regional actors. 

Given Myanmar's economic and 

political dependence on Beijing, it 

should be expected that the government 

in Naypyidaw will only do so much, and with caution. Even if Myanmar's relationship with 

China does not fundamentally shift (and we do not expect that it will), India—and other 

countries such as the United States and Japan—offer Naypyidaw greater leverage against 

Beijing by emphasizing that Myanmar has other options. Chinese officials view the gradual 

development of economic, political and 

military relationships with India as a 

threat to Beijing's unique relationship 

with the country.

Myanmar's government understands 

the value it provides to both India and 

China. India's security dilemmas and its 

interest in new sources of oil and natural 

gas will continue to drive its ambitions 

vis-à-vis Myanmar for the foreseeable 

future. At the same time, China's access 

to the Bay of Bengal via Myanmar, and 

the security of energy accessibility via 

its landlocked southern provinces, make 

Myanmar an important strategic partner 

for Beijing. Within this context, deepening ties between India and Myanmar will remain an 

issue for China.

Regardless of whether Myanmar completes it democratic transition or retreats to resume its 

previous pariah status, its geostrategic significance and natural resources will continue to 

shape the balance of power in a region where Chinese and Indian interests intersect. China 

and India can indeed coexist in Myanmar, but China will maintain a distinct advantage by 

virtue of its recent history, the nature of its military assistance, and its alignment of long term 

interests with Naypyidaw.

THE MYANMAR PRESIDENT, MR THEIN SEIN, 
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, DR MANMOHAN SINGH

THE INDO-MYANMAR FRIENDSHIP GATE AT MOREH , 
A BORDER TOWN BETWEEN INDIA AND MYANMAR
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According to Ministry of Commerce 

statistics, Myanmar earned about US$912 

million from exporting 1,419,756 tonnes 

of beans in 2012-2013, to India, 

Singapore, China, Vietnam and 46 other 

countries.Most beans are grown in Bago, 

Yangon, Mandalay, Ayeyarwady and 

Sagaing regions from November to 

February.Now, with the fear of low 

production due to possible drought in 

India, 70 per cent of Myanmar's total 

production of beans is going towards 

fulfilling their demand.  Local bean 

exporters are benefitting from the rising 

demands, both locally and from India, as 

the prices of beans and pulses such as 

green gram beans, pigeon peas, matpe 

beans etc on an all-time high. 

The Myanmar Garment Manufacturers 

Association (MGMA) expects the 

garment industry to gain US$ 1.5 billion 

in foreign investment by 2015 if political 

reforms continue.  Due to EU's  

Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) 

system, a large number of foreign investor 

countries such as Korea, Hong Kong, 

China as well as Japan and ASEAN 

countries are all investing in Myanmar's 

garment industry. A group of 12 Hong 

Kong clothing manufacturers are poised 

to become the first foreign companies to 

invest in Myanmar's flagship special 

economic zone, Thailawa SEZ, which 

they expect will slash production costs by 

at least half and as part of a push to reduce 

their reliance on factories in China.

MOBILE REVOLUTION IN MYANMAR - 
MONK USING A MOBILE PHONE

With the recent awarding of mobile licenses by Myanmar, 
there seems to be major social and economic progress taking 
place in the country over the last two years. These ventures 
are expected to bring about considerable socio-economic 
benefits to the country and its people. 

Myanmar will experience increased network rollout activity 
as Ericsson participates in the development of Telenor's 
mobile network in the country. Ericsson announced they 
have secured a five year contract for multi-vendor managed 
services that will include radio-access network (RAN) and 
associated services for a great deal of Telenor's network in 
the country. 

With the new rollouts, Telenor's network in Myanmar will 
cover about 90 percent of the country's growing population 
of more than 60 million. The network is going to be set up to 
be one that can handle both 2G and 3G voice and data 
connectivity. Ericsson will serve as an MSP form that will 
help in the deployment as well as upgrades and maintenance 
now and in the future. 

Ericsson's specialization in this kind of a field will allow the 
company to help Telenor keep down the costs of operating a 
RAN, while also optimizing that network. The RAN will be 
able to actually be tailored so that it can handle different 
levels of traffic in different parts of the country.

PetterFurberg, CEO of Telenor Myanmar, talked about the 
partnership with Ericsson in a recent statement saying, This 
is a historic project for Myanmar and for Telenor, and strong 
partners like Ericsson will be critical to its success.”

ERICSSON PARTNERS WITH 
TELENOR IN MYANMAR

GROWING INDIAN DEMAND – 
RISE IN MYANMAR BEAN PRICES 

MYANMAR'S GARMENT SECTOR 
TO GAIN $1.5B REVENUE IN 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT
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WESTERN UNION CELEBRATES THEIR FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY IN MYANMAR

Financial services company Western Union has announced a 

link-up with nine local banks to further expand its operations 

within Myanmar. The nine local banks are Co-operative 

Bank, Ayeyarwady Bank, United Amara Bank, Yoma Bank, 

First Private Bank, Kanbawza Bank, Myanmar Treasure 

Bank and Myanmar Oriental Bank which altogether have 

460 Western Union outlets across the countryto send and 

receive funds; an important service for Burma's estimated 

two million migrants around the world.

The announcement was made on the first anniversary of 

Western Union moving into the Southeast Asia nation and 

the new deal means that Myanmar citizens living abroad, a 

figure which the company estimates to be around two 

million, will be able to send money to their home country. 

Following a sharp increase in the number of its service 

outlets in Myanmar, Western Union Company becomes the 

largest global money transfer provider in the country. The 

company looks to the emerging markets of Asia and Africa 

where workers abroad seek convenient and reliable money 

transfer solutions to send money back home. The Western 

Union Company not only boasts a global presence, the 

company also boasts a solid reputation in the business.

WESTERN UNION EXPANDS 
OPERATIONS IN MYANMAR 

The Co-operative Bank (CB Bank), one 
of the largest banks in the country, has 
moved quickly to deny rumors that its 
founder, U Khin Maung Aye is selling his 
stake to U Eike Htun, the former owner of 
Asia Wealth Bank and current head of the 
Shwe Taung Group. The bank called a 
press conference on Tuesday, May 27 
after rumors surfaced that the bank was 
being sold, leading to many of its clients 
to making withdrawals due to a perceived 
lack of  s tabi l i ty.  U Pe Myint ,  
administrative director of CB Bank, said 
at the press conference that the bank is 
functioning well and that clients should 
have no reason to be concerned. CB Bank 
is a private bank that has been established 
by U Khin Maung Aye in 1992 and that 
current ly  operates  82 branches  
nationwide.

CO-OPERATIVE BANK 
'NOT FOR SALE'

MANULIFE RETURNS TO MYANMAR 
AFTER 70-YEAR HIATUS

Manulife Financial Corporation, 
Canada's largest insurance company, has 
made a return to Myanmar by opening a 
representative office in Yangon, 
following a 70-years absence. The 
company, which operates in 11 Asian 
markets, entered Myanmar in 1903 and 
left in 1942 as the onset of the Second 
World War took its toll on companies in 
the East. Manulife joins international life 
insurers such as MetLife Inc in Myanmar, 
as reforms led by the government have 
contributed to a growing economy and 
made the country a more attractive 
destination to do business. According to 
the Boston Consulting Group, Myanmar's 
middle-income earners are set to double 
by 2020. Toronto-based Manulife 
manages a total of US$ 584 billion in 
assets.
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REPRESENTATIONAL BLUEPRINT OF THE JUNCTION 
CITY PROJECT

The Myanmar Investment Commission (MIC) has scrutinised 
foreign investment within the Foreign Investment Law and 
Citizenship Investment Law, with the primary aim of 
providing jobs for local citizens.According to the Directorate 
of Investment and Companies Administration, foreign firms 
are surging into Myanmar with 707 foreign companies having 
been allowed to operate in the country.
Foreign countries which have invested in Myanmar include: 
China, Thailand, Hong Kong, Singapore, United Kingdom, 
South Korea, Malaysia, Vietnam, France, Japan, India, 
Netherland, the United States, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Australia, Russia, Austria, Panama, the United Arabs 
Emirates, Canada, Germany, Sweden and Denmark.
Although Singapore has operated the most firms, their 
investment capital is less than China. Of the investors from 36 
countries, China ranks first, followed by Thailand. 
US$46 billionis the amount of foreign investment during this 
period, primarilyin sectors such as energy, petroleum and 
natural gas, commodities production, mineral extraction, 
hotel and tourism, transportation and telecommunication, 
housing, livestock and fisheries, agriculture and construction 
sectors.
In addition, over the first four months of the year more than 
US$ 1100 million in foreign investment went into the 
transportation and telecom sectors. The most invested sector is 
the lucrative energy sector, with about 41 per cent of the 
overall foreign investment, while construction draws the least 
investment.

FOREIGN FIRMS CAPTIVATE 
BUSINESS MARKETS IN MYANMAR

The joint property development between 
Shwe Taung Group and Yangon City 
Development Committee has kicked off. 
The development, known as Junction City 
Project, will comprise two phases – the 
construction of five-star hotel, shopping 
mall and office tower for the first phase 
followed by serviced apartments and 
banquet hall. 
Shwe Taung Group said the first phase 
will commence this year and complete by 
2016. The construction of 25-floor hotel 
with 348 rooms has started. It also stated 
that the project will boast 23-floor office 
tower, the 28-floor serviced apartment 
building and the six-floor shopping mall, 
including a Cineplex and a parking lot. 
Its past property projects included 
Junction 8 in Yangon in 1999, Zawana 
Shopping Centre in 2007, Junction 
Mawtin in 2010 and Junction Square in 
2012. It developed Junction Centre in Nay 
Pyi Taw in 2009. With investment capital 
of US$500 million, its business empire 
encompasses energy, construction, 
engineering, housing and hotels.

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT LAUNCHED

UNIVERSAL ROBINA CORP TO 
BUILD MYANMAR FACTORY
Universal Robina Corp (URC), a Filipino 
food and beverage company, has 
announced that it will spend US$ 30 
million on building a consumer food 
factory in Myanmar as part of its regional 
sales push. 
According to reports, URC will hold a 95 
percent stake in the venture, with 5 
percent held by an unnamed local partner. 
URC President Lance Gokongwei said 
that the company has obtained an 
investment license from the government 
and that the new factory, which will 
produce biscuits and confectionery for the 
local market, will be operational by the 
end of the year. 
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Reliance Industries Ltd, won two 
exploration blocks in Myanmar, emerged 
the top bidder for the M17 and M18 
shallow water blocks in the Moattama 
basin in water depths up to 3,000 ft. The 
two blocks together encompass an area 
of 27,600 sq km. It had bid for three 
blocks. The company thus hopes to 
leverage its organizational capabilities 
and expertise to create value for the E&P 
(exploration and production) segment. 
Also, an Oil India Ltd-led consortium, 
Mercator Petroleum Ltd and Oilmax 
Energy Pvt Ltd, has won two offshore oil 
blocks in Myanmar for exploration in 
Myanmar. The consortium will enter into 
a Production Sharing Contract for these 
blocks with Myanmar's Ministry of 
Energy. International players Royal 
Dutch Shell, Chevron, Statoil and BG 
picked up most of the 30 blocks on offer.

PEPSI HEADQUARTERS AT VENEZUELA

Myanmar's emergence continues to captivate regional and 
multinational business leaders, as they explore how to 
become a part of the country's growth story.
Joint ventures and strategic alliances are common vehicles 
for such investments, as they balance the opportunity to 
access the growth with the uncertainties of entering a new 
territory. But such partnerships also come with their own 
unique challenges, not least of which is ensuring that 
strategic and operational objectives of both partners are 
aligned.
Like any relationship, a successful business partnership 
relies on a fair exchange of benefits and obligations. Local 
businesses should demand more than just cash investment 
from foreign partners, as multinationals can bring knowhow, 
expertise and best practices to help Myanmar's development. 
Foreign investors in turn rely on the local market knowledge 
and networks of their partner.
Executing the JV in Myanmar can be challenging due to 
limitations in accounting, financial and legal information. 
Local groups often have complex structures and commercial 
arrangements.
This can make it difficult for a foreign investor to evaluate 
the investment with confidence, leading to frustrating and 
drawn-out due diligence processes.Improving accounting 
processes and internal controls will make management 
information more reliable.
Businesses considering a JV or alliance can benefit by using 
advisers who understand both the investment expectations of 
global corporations, and how to overcome the practical 
challenges of executing transactions in Myanmar.

For the first time since 1997, Pepsi is 
being produced in Myanmar, an 
attractive frontier market bordering 
China and Thailand. PepsiCo and bottler 
LOTTE-MGS Beverage Co., have 
opened a plant to locally produce Pepsi in 
300-ml returnable glass bottles, with 
plans to expand into aluminum cans and 
other package formats in the coming 
weeks. 

PepsiCo continues to grow its business in 
developing and emerging markets 
around the world, which in 2013 
accounted for 35 percent of the 
company's global net revenue. Myanmar 
has strong economic growth potential 
and a population of approximately 60 
million people.

PepsiCo is also exploring opportunities 
to invest in agricultural development 
projects in Myanmar.

JOINT VENTURES IN MYANMAR: 
NOT SO EASY A TASK

RIL AND OIL WIN OFFSHORE 
OIL BLOCKS IN MYANMAR

PEPSI-COLA BOTTLING 
PLANT OPENS IN MYANMAR
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Following a meeting between EU Trade 
Commissioner Karel de Gucht and 
Myanmar's Minister for National Planning 
and Economic Development DrKan Zaw, 
the EU and Myanmar have reached an 
agreement, the EU-Myanmar Investment 
Protection Agreement, which will protect 
the investments of both Myanmar and 
European businesspeople. 

The Agreement guarantees EU investors in 
Myanmar - protection against matters such 
as discrimination, expropriation without 
compensation, unfair treatment and will 
allow for the transfer of capital. 

The agreement is seen by the EU as key to 
helping maintain the influx of foreign 
investment in Myanmar, as it will ensure the 
confidence of EU businesspeople in 
investing in Myanmar. In 2013, bilateral 
trade between the EU and Myanmar reached 
€569 million (US$ 785 million), an increase 
of 41 percent from 2012. 

The EU formerly dropped all remaining 
economic sanctions against Myanmar in 
July 2013 and has taken a number of 
measures to make it an attractive market for 
EU investors.

A CUSTOMER CHECKS THE QUALITY OF JADE AT AN AUCTION IN YANGON

Jade or Jadeite has long been honored and celebrated by Asia 
as a symbol of good luck, of health, and as resistance against 
evil spirits. You'd be forgiven for assuming that it is China 
where the highest quality jade is found, considering that for 
the past thousand years China has had a particular love for 
the pearly stone. However, it is actually the Burmese who 
export jade to Hong Kong. 

Moreover gem-quality jade, particularly “Imperial Green” 
jadeite, can actually only be found in Myanmar in northern 
Kachin State, to be precise. In the final three quarters of 
2013, export earnings from Myanmar's jade trade reached 
$920 million—up more than a third from a year 
earlier—according to newly released figures from the 
country's Ministry of National Planning and Economic 
Development.

But even that hefty sum almost certainly grossly 
underestimates the total value, as much of the jade is 
smuggled out of Myanmar and never logged in government 
books or tax logs.Much of the prized jade in Myanmar is 
mined in northern Kachin state, where ownership of the 
mines is unclear; and often includes labor in unsafe 
conditions. In particular, “shooting galleries” for heroin 
users operate openly alongside some large jade mines. 

Much as diamonds hold a special place in the minds of 
American consumers, it would require a massive shift in 
public perception to convince Chinese buyers that 
Myanmar's precious stones constitute “blood jade.”

MYANMAR'S GROWING JADE 
TRADE

MYANMAR-EU: LAUNCHES 
AGREEMENT ON INVESTMENT 
PROTECTION 

NIELSEN AND MMRD ANNOUNCE 
MYANMAR JOINT VENTURE
American information and measurement 
company Nielsen Holdings NV has 
formed a joint venture with local 
research firm Myanmar Marketing 
Research & Development Co Ltd 
(MMRD) in a bid to provide their clients 
with Myanmar marketplace and 
consumer behavior information. 
The joint venture entity, Nielsen MMRD, 
will see the two organizations combine 
their capabilities to “help companies 
which are established in Myanmar or 
have plans to enter the market to 
understand the market and consumer 
dynamics,” the companies said in a joint 
statement. 
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Despite losing out in competitive 
bidding, ONGC Videsh (OVL), the 
overseas arm of state explorer Oil and 
Natural Gas Corporation, may still get a 
stake in a deep-sea block in Myanmar. 
OVL had bid for two of the 10 shallow-
water blocks that Myanmar had 
auctioned in December but drew a blank 
when the fields were awarded on March 
26. "We had a pre-bid understanding with 
an international oil company that if they 
were successful in picking up any of the 
deep-sea acreages it bid for, we would 
get a stake," OVL Managing Director S P 
Garg said. Garg refused to identify the 
company and said OVL could get up to 
49 percent in the deep-water oil and gas 
block won by the international company. 

The ongoing quest for low cost production has drawn 
manufacturers' attention to a small Southeast Asian nation 
that has been out of the sourcing network for nearly a decade. 
Myanmar has been thought of more as an exotic tourist 
destination than a sourcing location, however that might be 
about to change.
Companies are building manufacturing facilities in 
Myanmar, about the size of Texas, to take advantage of 
cheaper labor than in China. The country exports gas, rice 
and wood and is now importing steel, building materials, 
machinery and other parts to build factories and 
infrastructure. Myanmar is also planning to more than 
double rice shipments as the country that used to be the 
world's largest exporter of the grain embraces trade and 
opens its economy, challenging Thailand, Vietnam and 
Cambodia. 
Multinational corporations such as Coca Cola and Suzuki 
Motor Corp are pushing the demand for transportation of 
machinery to Myanmar to bottle drinks and make trucks.  

An increase in capital inflows is likely now that many 
nations have lifted restrictions on financial investment in the 
nation.Japan, Hong Kong and South Korea amongst others 
seem to see Myanmar as what it is, a country with a profitable 
manufacturing base, good reputation and low cost labour 
incentives, providing a good all round package for 
manufacturing and distribution giants worldwide.

Myanmar announced a new foreign 
investment law in November 2012 in a 
bid to attract foreign investment to the 
country in line with its reform strategy. 
This seems to have worked wonders for 
Myanmar, as it received $4.107 billion 
foreign investment in the fiscal year 
2013-14, up from $1.4 billion in 2012-
13.The sectors which attracted foreign 
investment covered manufacturing, 
energy, oil and gas, mining, hotels and 
tourism, real estate, livestock, fishery 
and agriculture. AungNaingOo, chief of 
the Directorate of Investment and 
Companies Administration, said 50 
percent of the investment this year went 
into the manufacturing sector and 20 
percent in telecommunications. The 
Asian Development Bank projects 
Myanmar's economic growth to reach 
7.8% in FY2014 and FY2015, the 
strongest performance in Southeast Asia, 
estimated based on the combination of 
robust trade and strong FDI growth.

OVL TO GET STAKE IN MYANMAR OIL AND GAS BLOCK

FACTORIES IN MYANMAR URGE 
SHIPPING NEEDS

OVL TO GET STAKE IN MYANMAR 
OIL AND GAS BLOCK

MYANMAR ATTRACTS OVER 
$4BN IN FOREIGN INVESTMENT



National League for Democracy (NLD) leader, Aung San 
SuuKyi, has held two rallies in the town of Mogoke, 
Mandalay Division in order to demand amendments to 
Burma's controversial 2008 Constitution.“Those who say 
the Constitution does not need to be amended, and that the 
country is on a path to democracy, are cheating the people,” 
SuuKyi told a crowd of around 3,000 people in the ruby 
mining town of Mogoke.
In recent months, SuuKyi has become increasingly vocal on 
the issue and in February 2014, she teamed up with the 88 
Student Generation leaders in pushing for constitutional 
reforms through the use of 'people's power' demonstrations. 
SuuKyi said she would continue this popular drive, adding 
that Burmese citizens should join in and “be brave, and rid 
themselves of fear in order to create the country they want.”
Demonstrations in Mandalay, NyaungOo near Bagan and in 
the Sagaing Division towns of Monywa and Depayin have 
been organized with groups of hundreds or several thousand 
demonstrators calling for constitutional reform. In Rangoon, 
protests were reportedly held in Tamwe and Dawbon 
townships. 
PyinOoLwin, home of the Defence Service Academy, was 
the site of protests last week as demonstrators demanded 
changes including reducing the provision of 25 percent of 
military representatives in the hluttaw.
“Amending the constitution is not for me to be president. 
Most people think that. I thank all the people who love me 
and depend on me, but I don't want a situation that relies on 
only one person. It is not good for the people or for me and 
the country,” DawAung San SuuKyi said.
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AUNG SAN SUU KYI ADDRESSING A RALLY IN MYANMAR

AUNG SAN SUU KYI CALLS FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

For economic development in Myanmar, 
one of the most important building 
blocks will be access to electricity. 
Minister for Electric Power, U 
KhinMaungSoe, recently said the 
country's chronic electricity shortage is 
set to continue with Myanmar's power 
consumption increasing annually by 15 
percent, and was predicted to hit 2370 
megawatts this summer. It is forecast to 
rise to 2844MW in 2015 and about 
3950MW in 2016.

POWER SUPPLY: 
A CONTINUED STRUGGLE

MYANMAR'S TIMBER TROUBLE

The Government of Myanmar's new 
analysis of forestry and trade data, points 
indicates a multi-billion dollar illegal 
logging and exports black hole – 
showing widespread criminality and 
official corruption. The value of the 
illegal trade was estimated to be US$6 
billion or four times the 2013-2014 
national budgets for education and health 
combined. What remains to be seen is the 
effect it will have, when the government 
imposes a ban on exports of raw 
Myanmar timber. The move is part of an 
effort to reform the country's lucrative 
timber industry. Currently all raw timber 
must be exported through the Myanmar 
Timber Enterprise, a government 
commercial arm with a monopoly in the 
sector.

TIMBER TROUBLE IN MYANMAR
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The Rohingya are a Muslim minority, forming 90 percent of 
the one million people living in the north of Rakhine State in 
Myanmar, ethnically related to the Bengali people living in 
neighbouring Bangladesh's Chittagong District. 
Some Rohingya have been in Myanmar for centuries while 
others arrived in recent decades; regardless of how long they 
have been in country, Burmese authorities consider them 
undocumented immigrants and do not recognize them as 
citizens or as an ethnic group. As a result, Rohingya are 
stateless, according to the 1982 Burmese Citizenship law, 
and are viewed as a source of instability in the country. 
In the past six months, resentment of aid groups has been 
building among some Buddhists because of charities' 
perceived preferential treatment of the Rohingya, who make 
up the vast majority of those displaced by the recent unrest. 
Many aid groups that once provided life-giving support to 
the Rohingya's squalid camps have either been banned or 
forced to flee, their compounds ransacked by Buddhist 
mobs.
The mobs also gathered after a UN-backed national census, 
the country's first in 30 years. The UK's Department for 
International Development donated £10 million ($16m) to 
the project. Days before the count, Buddhist nationalists - 
roused by hard-line monks - threatened to boycott the census 
if the Rohingya registered their ethnicity. In an attempt to 
keep the peace, the government barred Rohingya from 
taking part in the census unless they identified themselves as 
"Bengali". 

ROHINGYA PEOPLE REST BY THE ROAD WITH THEIR BELONGINGS 

AS THEY MOVE FROM THEIR VILLAGE AFTER RECENT VIOLENCE 

IN SITTWE

ROHINGYAS' SILENT STRUGGLE 
FOR IDENTITY 

It is surprising for some to see that 
Myanmar still does not have a coherent 
set of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 
laws as it is a founding member of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT)  and  the  Wor ld  Trade  
Organization (WTO), and a World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) member since 2001. 
Myanmar agreed to draft its IPR legal 
framework in accordance with the WTO 
Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS 
Agreement). Adoption would provide, 
for the first time, comprehensive 
protection for copyrights, trademarks, 
patents, industrial designs and other 
intellectual property under the WTO. 
Myanmar is expected to enact the 
required IPR protection by the summer 
of 2014. 

MYANMAR TACKLES ADOPTION 
OF IPR LAWS

MYANMAR ADVISED TO CURB 
INFLATION RISE 
Recent growth in Myanmar was strongly 
driven by performances in gas 
production, services, construction, 
foreign direct  investment ,  and 
commodity exports. Economies do 
sometimes experience rise in inflation, 
especially when in transition, and is 
always a cause for concern since it hurts 
the poor disproportionately. According 
to the World Bank office in Myanmar, 
inflation averaged 2.8 percent last year, 
sharply rising to 5.8pc in the 2013-2014 
fiscal year.
KhwimaNthara ,  senior  country  
economist of the World Bank said “the 
two main drivers of inflation are the 
insufficient domestic rice supply 
resulting from flooding, and an increase 
in the money supply for domestic credit 
to the private sector”. Several other 
economists have anticipated further 
inflationary pressure and advise the 
government to control money supply. 
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FEATURE STORY

MECHANIZED RUBY MINING OPERATION AT CHAUNGGYI IN MYANMAR'S MOGOK STONE TRACT

Myanmar, once an important producer and exporter of crude petroleum, lead, silver, and zinc 
in Asia during the 1950's, produced only modest amounts of metallic minerals, such as 
chromium, copper, gold, lead, manganese, silver, tin, tungsten, and zinc; industrial minerals, 
such as barite, clays, dolomite, feldspar, gypsum, limestone, precious stones, and salt; and 
mineral fuels, such as coal, natural gas, and crude petroleum. Most of the production was for 
its own consumption. Myanmar, with only 57 % of its land geologically mapped, has 
potential for a wide variety of uncharted minerals. These minerals include antimony, 
chromium, copper, diamond, gems, gold, lead, manganese, natural gas, nickel, crude 
petroleum, platinum-group metals, silver, and zinc. 

Wide-ranging reforms, backed up by planned legislative changes and a drive to improve 
practices, look set to steer Myanmar's mining sector into the 21st century. 

However, the early stage of development means it still lacks the modern surveying 
techniques needed to move the mining industry forward. Foreign investors and observers 
have had to make do with understated official figures on mineral resource production and 
exports, alongside estimations for neighbouring imports. 

Myanmar's efforts to clean up the industry's image include plans to join the Extractives 
Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), a global group made up of governments, 
businesses and other representatives, which aims to improve accountable management of 
revenues from natural resources

Myanmar is also poised to introduce a new mining law this year, which would overhaul the 
20-year-old legislation currently in place. Myanmar's 1994 mining law is set for a major 
overhaul that could transform as much as 70% of current legislation The law is expected to 
pave the way for new international partners to enter the market and upgrade its practices. For 
many years, due to sanctions imposed by the US, EU and other Western countries, China has 
been the primary investor and buyer in the minerals sector. 
. 

NEW ERA FOR MYANMAR'S MINING INDUSTRY
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MINERAL BELTS OF MYANMAR

This has left Myanmar little in the way of flexibility, with no room to exert leverage across 
the sector. Although exploration activities will have many challenges, the mining industry 
has the potential to drive economic growth, while fostering foreign investment.

Both foreign and local firms are able to invest in the sector under the amended law, with 
maximum different time limits for licenses extended depending on the scale of the site. The 
mining sector will be the main economic activity when the newly amended law is active. The 
amended law is seen as a key piece of legal framework that could usher in sizable new 
investment in Myanmar's natural resources sector, but has been slow to materialise as other 
laws like the Foreign Investment Law have made their way through Parliament relatively 
quickly.

The Ministry of Mines has been preparing to amend the 1994 mining law since 2012, initially 
targeting an early 2013 introduction. The delays come despite international efforts to assist 
the Ministry of Mines. Mineral-rich Australia has been particularly active. In May 2013 a 17-
member delegation from the ministry, including Minister U MyintAung, took a two week 
tour hosted by AusAID to meet with Australian government officials and view mining 
operations in New South Wales and Queensland. Department of Mining Director General, U 
Win Htein said current foreign investment in the sector is primarily from ASEAN members. 

Foreign firms from countries including the US, the UK and Australia have visited the mining 
ministry expressing interest in long-term investment, but experts said the current regulatory 
regime under the 1994 law made it difficult for foreign firms to enter the sector. What adds to 
uncertainty is the need to approach the ministry for permission when moving from one stage 
in the mining process to the next, such as from exploration into the production phase. Yet 
another area of concern for foreign investors is the rule banning exports of ore, coal and gold, 
a protectionist measure meant to ensure that processing is done in-country. 

The main aims with the amendments are to generate more tax income and provide a process 
to legalise small-scale and illegal miners.



The Ministry of Construction in 
Myanmar has said that it is planning to 
invite foreign companies to invest in 
Myanmar's housing sector as it struggles 
to fund its “low-cost” housing projects 
which aim to provide accommodation to 
those at the lower end of Yangon's income 
bracket. According to the ministry, about 
30 percent of Yangon's residents are 
living in sub-standard houses, a problem 
that is being exacerbated by the city's 
growing population as it attracts more 
people due to the increasing opportunities 
on offer. A total of 36,000 housing units 
were built between 2005 and 2010, but 
the ministry said that the demand is 
currently about three times the supply. Of 
the homes built, 30 percent were from 
government projects and the rest from the 
private sector. Seven low-cost housing 
projects are planned around Yangon, 
which will provide 11,868 units.
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Myanmar has been encouraging local and 
fo re ign  inves tment  in  minera l  
exploration. The Karam Chang Thapar 
(KCT) Company, an Indian company, is 
offering to conduct mining work in two 
townships of Falam and Tunzang in 
Myanmar's Chin State and is likely to 
carry out such mineral exploration work 
as on gold, chromites, nickel and 
limestone. 

Official statistics show that existing 
foreign contracted investment in 
Myanmar's mining sector amounted to 
2.337 billion U. S. dollars in 11 projects 
as of the end of January 2014 since the 
country opened to such investment in late 
1988, accounting for 6.6 percent of the 
total foreign investment and standing as 
the third largest sectorally after electric 
power and oil and gas.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOW-COST HOUSING (LCH) PROJECTS, IN AN 

ATTEMPT TO FULFILL YANGON’S HOUSING DEMANDS

More than 90% of all private enterprises in Myanmar are 

small and medium enterprises (SMEs) from different 

sectors. Their role is very important for achieving 

sustainable economic development in Myanmar. Myanmar 

is currently drafting its Small and Medium Enterprise Law 

and the Government of Myanmar is encouraging the 

development of SMEs. The Friedrich Naumann Foundation 

(FNF) is actively taking part in this process by cooperating 

with the Central Department of SMEs Development under 

the Ministry of Industry to encourage the creation of a 

market economy which allows SMEs to flourish, create 

employment and reduce poverty.

As part of FNF support, the Foundation organised an SME 

Study Tour to Chennai and Coimbatore. Nine delegates took 

the journey to India: six representatives from the private 

sector, two government officials from the SME Center and 

one representative from FNF Myanmar. The delegates met 

presidents, vice-presidents and office holders of business 

associations like TANSTIA, as well as the commissioner and 

secretary to the government of Tamil Nadu State. In addition 

to meetings with bureaucrats, the group visited CODISSIA 

trade complex, Karur Home Textile Park, a number of 

manufacturing units and a business incubation centre.

FNF BUILDS A BRIDGE BETWEEN 
SMES IN MYANMAR AND INDIA

KARAM CHANG THAPAR (KCT) CO. 
TO START MINING OPERATIONS

GOVERNMENT INVITES FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT FOR LOW-COST 
HOUSING
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thThe 24th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) leaders' meeting held on 10  
thand 11 of May 2014, an event that Myanmar President U Thein Sein described as a symbol 

of "unity and dedication for building a better future for the region and the peoples." 
Myanmar, which holds the ASEAN rotating presidency this year, hosted the ASEAN 
summit for the first time since it joined the regional bloc in 1997.Themed "Moving forward 
in Unity to a Peaceful and Prosperous Community," the summit reviewed the progress 
towards the realization of the ASEAN Community by 
the end of 2015 and discuss ways to overcome 
challenges in the process of economic integration.
Leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) adopted a Nay Pyi Taw 
Declaration on Realization of the ASEAN 
Community by 2015 at the end of a two- day meeting, 
reaffirming their commitment to promoting regional cooperation and contributing towards 
peace, progress and prosperity in the region.
The declaration was adopted after extensive discussion and deliberations at the plenary and 
retreat sessions of the 24th ASEAN Summit by the leaders as they had exchanged views 
about the progress made in implanting the roadmap for an ASEAN Community (2009-
2015) as well as other measures and commitments set out in various ASEAN declarations 
and plans of action. 
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) agreed to strengthen cooperation 
for the full and effective implementation of the Declaration of the Code of Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea.

ASEAN LEADERS LEAVE AFTER TAKING A GROUP PICTURE DURING THE OPENING CEREMONY OF 

THE 24TH ASEAN SUMMIT IN NAYPYIDAW

24TH ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
NATIONS (ASEAN) SUMMIT

The Nay Pyi Taw declaration also called 
"to exercise self-restraint and non-use of 
force as well as refrain from taking actions 
that would further escalate tension and to 
work towards an early conclusion of the 
code of conduct."
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BARGE IN THE AYEYAWADY RIVER, MYANMAR

As part of their bilateral cooperation, Myanmar and Norway 
have pursued cooperation in environmental conservation 
sector, initiating a Letter of Intent.
The Letter of Intent between Ministry of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry of Myanmar and Ministry of 
Climate and Environment of Norway, covers undertakings 
on preservation of biodiversity and forests in Myanmar, 
water resources preservation and water resources 
administration in Sittoung and Bago river basins, 
development of world-famous tourist site of Inlay Lake in 
Shan state and betterment of social economy of ethnic 
minorities residing around the lake.
Besides, cooperation for putting Inlay Lake into world 
heritage list, implementation of Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Degradation (REDD+), promoting 
cooperation with NGOs in environmental conservation 
tasks, development and poverty alleviation schemes were 
also covered by the two countries' intention.
In June 2013, Red Cross Societies of Myanmar and Norway 
signed a memorandum of understanding on cooperation in 
carrying out some communal projects in Myanmar such as 
logistics development project, water and sanitation 
emergency preparedness and response and health 
development project.
In support of Myanmar's democratic reform, Norway took a 
leading role among the European Union countries in clearing 
Myanmar's debt and lifting sanctions on the country in 2012.

Aiming to improve navigation of two of 
Myanmar's major rivers - Ayeyawady and 
Chindwin, the Government of Myanmar 
will spend 12 billion Kyats (12.5 million 
US dollars) on removing sandbank and 
maintenance of riverbeds and waterways 
of the two rivers with preventive 
measures against erosion of the rivers.
According to the Directorate of Water 
Resources and Improvement of River 
System, the Ayeyawady River is eroding 
at many places along the river. The 
directorate is currently repairing places 
where erosion is most serious and has 
completed the assessment on the 
possibility for building four low-head 
dams on the Ayeyawady River in central 
Myanmar recently.
Flowing from north to south, the 
Ayeyawady River has been the key water 
transport route of Myanmar since ancient 
times. Of the 12 billion Kyats' budget, 
127 million Kyats will be allocated to the 
maintenance of Twantay Canal, which is 
vital for transportation by waterways to 
and from Yangon and the Ayeyawady 
delta region in the southwest.
Thick mangrove forests once lined 
Burma's coastline, but in the past 30 years 
over half of the country's mangrove 
forests have been destroyed. Mangrove 
trees, an essential part of river 
ecosystems, protect the riverbanks from 
soil erosion by acting as a buffer between 
the land and sea. Mangroves are also an 
important natural barrier against floods 
and storm surges.

MYANMAR NORWAY COOPERATE
ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
PRESERAVATION

SOIL ERROSION WOES ACROSS 
MYANMAR'S TWO MAJOR 
RIVERS

HOUSEBOAT ON CHINDWIN RIVER, MYANMAR



21 Vol 7: Apr-May 2014

C
O

N
T
E
N

T
 C

O
M

P
IL

E
D

 A
N

D
 E

D
IT

E
D

 F
R
O

M
 V

A
R
IO

U
S 

SO
U

R
C
E
S 

F
O

R
 N

O
N

-C
O

M
M

E
R
C
IA

L 
R
E
SE

A
R
C
H

 A
N

D
 P

R
IV

AT
E
 S

T
U

D
Y.

 F
O

R
 P

R
IV

AT
E
 C

IR
C
U

L
AT

IO
N

 O
N

LY
.

RARE SNUB NOSED MONKEY FOUND IN CHINA AND MYANMAR

Myanmar is rich in forest resources and about 47% of the 
total country is still forested. However, with more than $6 
billion worth of illegal timber being traded, extinction stalks 
Myanmar's forests. Widespread degradation of the most 
densely wooded areas means that so-called "closed forest" 
more than halved in size, from 30.9 million to 13.4 million 
hectares. 
Experts say corruption and poor protection have enabled 
rampant illegal logging that lines the pockets of crony 
businessmen, soldiers and rebel groups alike. A quasi-
civilian government that replaced outright military rule in 
2011 has sought to stem the flood of timber from the country 
with a ban on the export of raw logs which took effect on 
April 1.
Wildlife group WWF said the biggest driver of forest loss has 
been large-scale conversion for agriculture, often after 
woodland is degraded by logging or the collection of wood 
for fuel. It welcomed the export ban and said the government 
has also slashed quotas for teak and other hardwoods by 60% 
and 50% respectively for the coming fiscal year compared to 
2012/13.
"But given the high volume of illegal logging and exports in 
Myanmar, it will take a long time before we see how 
effective the ban will be," said WWF's Myanmar 
conservation programme manager Michelle Owen.

The critically endangered Myanmar 
s n u b - n o s e d  m o n k e y  
(Rhinopithecusstrykeri), a species that 
was only discovered in 2010, was 
captured by KaungHaung, a member of 
the local Law Waw tribe in Myanmar. He 
works with Fauna & Flora International 
(FFI), a non-governmental organization, 
to monitor camera traps set up to 
photograph the monkeys. As an FFI press 
release recounts, “Full of excitement and 
with shaky hands he filmed the large band 
of snub-nosed monkeys leaping through 
the canopy up above him.”
The organization has been working to 
conserve the monkey's habitat in northern 
Burma and establish a community ranger 
program and other alternative livelihoods 
for the people who live in the area and 
hunt wild animals for food. The species is 
also threatened by illegal loggers from 
China who are cutting down the forest 
habitat and have in the past engaged in 
armed combat with local peoples. FFI is 
trying to get the area where the monkeys 
live declared a national park, which could 
ease many of those pressures.
Myanmar snub-nosed monkeys are 
geographically separated from other 
snub-nosed species, all of which are also 
endangered. It has black fur, a tail 140 
percent the length of its body and an 
upturned nose that collects water when it 
rains, causing the animals to sneeze.
As well as taking the world's first 
photographs of the Myanmar snub-nosed 
monkey, the camera traps set up by the 
team also captured images of other rare 
animals, including the red panda, takin, 
marbled cat and Malayan sun bear.

The video can be seen, by clicking on the 
following 
link - http://youtu.be/J9maq4OYBgE

MYANMAR'S LOGGING EXPORT 
BAN AIMS TO PROTECT 
SHRINKING FORESTS

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 
MYANMAR SNUB-NOSED 
MONKEYS: CAUGHT ON 
CAMERA
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TRADITIONAL FISHING AT INLE LAKE, MYANMAR

Against the backdrop of the Shan Hills, Inle Lake fishermen, have a curious and unique 
rowing style, which consists of standing on one leg on the extreme of the boat and wrapping 
their other leg around the oar. The reason for this way of paddling is because there are many 
reeds and water plants in the lake, and if they row sitting down in the boat they can't see them. 
Standing on the end of the boat they have a great view and can lead the way better. Also, they 
have their hands free to collect the fishing net whilst propelling the boat. 

Along western Myanmar's coastline thousands of people 
make their living from fishing. Crews of fishermen prepare 
to spend a night at sea as they sort through nets and ropes. A 

night on the water, however, could mean running into one of the many commercial and 
foreign fishing boats that operate in the area. The local fishermen's complaint is their 
inability to compete with the foreign boats.

Overfishing on Myanmar's coastline and damage to marine life cannot be estimated. 
However, there seems to be hope on the horizon for local fishermen, as Myanmar attempts to 
ease overfishing, by banning foreign fishing vessels from its waters. Fishing companies also 
have to reduce their operations by 35 percent during April and May to allow fish stocks to 
replenish. Enforcement of the new rule is something only the government can ensure.

Another growing epidemic in Myanmar is dynamite fishing. This practice of detonating 
bombs at night in the water destroys the seabed and sterilizes the sea for at least three years, 
killing every single fish, mollusk, coral and plant in a radius of 3 nautical miles. 

The Government of Myanmar could greatly help the fishing community by facilitating the 
development of the tourist and diving industry. The more stakeholders that are interested in 
protecting the environment, the more likely the practice will be reported and tackled by the 
authorities.

FISHING IN MYANMAR: A WONDER OR A WOE

Overfishing on Myanmar's coastline 
and damage to marine life cannot 
be estimated. 
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YANGON SKYLINE PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT ECONOMY

While residents of Myanmar protest over electricity – sometimes on pricing, other times on 
access and most recently on environmental concerns and Chinese involvement – foreign 
investors are watching Myanmar's opening economy with hungry eyes. It's a country with a 
huge population, low electrification rates and a robustly growing GDP that desperately needs 
more reliable energy. Myanmar allows power producers to export the bulk of the power 
produced domestically to neighboring countries, despite its own unmet demand. But legal 
roadblocks, opaque regulatory structures, a highly subsidized electricity program and an 
angry populace only boost the risk profile for independent power producers (IPPs) and 
foreign investors.
With the loosening of sanctions, interested investors are arriving from outside Myanmar's 
neighborhood. In April of last year, after opening its Asian operations, Florida-based APR 
Energy identified Myanmar as a key area for growth. This is the first American power 
company to enter since the sanctions were eased 
APR Energy is building a 100MW gas-fired power 
plant about 50 kilometers (31 miles) outside of 
Mandalay making it one of the largest thermal 
power plants in the country. 
Myanmar is under tremendous pressure to get the 
frame work and laws right. Not only that, but the 
government body in charge of investments – the Myanmar Investment Commission – is 
bombarded with projects from small-scale timber mills to big oil and gas projects.
Still, the government has a powerful ally with the World Bank working on an investment 
prospectus. Of the two billion dollars the World Bank committed to the country, half is 
earmarked for electricity.

While investments from China, Thailand, 
Japan and South Korea remain strong – 
and analysts say interest is as much about a 
geopolitical play for dominance in the region 
as it is about financial returns and 
producing power

POWERING MYANMAR: 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT AND RISK PROFILE
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ARTS AND CULTURE

In Myanmar,the traditional festival of 
pouring water on the Bohdi tree is held in 
Kason. Tree worship was one of the 
prehistoric beliefs and it was quite 
prevalent in Stone Ages. Later, it was 
passed down to early civilizations. 
Myanmar indigenous races have the 
custom of worshipping tree-god (the 
guardian spirit of tree) called Yokka-soe 
who is believed to be benovolent to 
humans. On the occasion of Kason 
festival, it is customary practice of 
Myanmar Buddhists to move fish and 
turtles from nearby dry ponds and lakes to 
places where there is abundant water. 
This merit is regarded as a life-saving act 
of charity. 

STONE CARVING - ONE OF THE TEN TRADITIONAL ARTS OF MYANMAR

The culture of Myanmar has been heavily influenced by 
Buddhism. Its neighbors, particularly India, China, and 
Thailand, have made major contributions to Myanmar 
culture. Historically, Burmese art and literature was based on 
Buddhist or Hindu cosmology and myths. There are 10 
traditional arts, called pan sèmyo, are Blacksmith (ba-bè), 
Woodcarving (ba-bu), Goldsmith (ba-dein), Stucco relief 
(pan-daw), Masonry (pa-yan), Stone carving (pan-ta-maw), 
Turnery (pan but), Painting (ba-gyi), Lacquerware (pan-yun) 
and Bronze casting (ba-din).
In addition to the traditional arts are silk weaving, pottery, 
tapestry making, gemstone engraving, and gold leaf making. 
Temple architecture is typically of brick and stucco, and 
pagodas are often covered with layers of gold leaf while 
monasteries tend to be built of wood.
Although court culture has been extinguished, popular 
street-level culture is vibrant and thriving. Drama is the 
mainstay of this culture, and just about any celebration is a 
good excuse for a pwe (show). Performances may recount 
Buddhist legends, or be more light-hearted entertainments 
involving slapstick comedy, dance, ensemble singing or 
giant puppets.
Myanmar music is an integral part of a pwe; it originates 
from Thai and emphasizes rhythm and melody. Instruments 
are predominantly percussive and include drums, boat-
shaped harps, gongs and bamboo flutes.
The toys of Myanmar are not only for the children but also 
famous in the world, known as the Marionettes (or) Puppets 
of Myanmar. It's a combination of Myanmar Art and Culture, 
together to show the inner expressions of the Myanmar 
people.

TEN TRADITIONAL ARTS 
OF MYANMAR

KASON - BANYAN TREE 
WATERING CEREMONY

THINGYAN, MYANMAR WATER 
FESTIVAL

Thingyan, Myanmar Water Festival takes 
place towards the end of the hot, dry 
season and ushers in the Myanmar New 
Year. This festival is also celebrated in 
neighboring Theravada Buddhist 
countries; Songkran in Thailand and 
Laos, ChaulChnamThmey in Cambodia. 
The festival lasts three or five days. The 
festival revolves around standing on 
bamboo stages erected along the streets 
wherein people splash water on passersby. 
Powerful water pipes douse people 
driving by in jeeps and trucks. Children 
use water pistols to drench their friends, 
relatives, and anyone else in range - only 
monks and the elderly are safe.

CHILDREN CELEBRATING THINGYAN WATER 

FESTIVAL ON THE STREETS OF MYANMAR
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To ease restrictions on the importing of 
wine and other foreign goods, the Trade 
Development Sub Committee (TDSC) 
has been in discussion with the Ministry 
of Hotels and Tourism. Over a trial period 
in early February, online applications for 
import/export entrepreneur licenses as 
well as business agent licenses were 
initiated. This would in turn allow 
businesses to no longer ask for 
permiss ion  f rom the  Myanmar  
Investment Commission. Also, foreign 
companies can import goods such as 
wine, oil and other foreign products by 
avoiding cumbersome bureaucratic 
procedures. The new licenses also grant 
private businessmen permission to 
import lubricants through ports not just in 
Yangon, but also in Mawlamyine, Pathein 
and Sittway. Moreover, they allow the 
import of edible oil without weight 
restrictions and for daily updating of 
money exchange rates at border trade 
camps. 

DEPARTURE TERMINAL AT YANGON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

While Myanmar looks set to become Asia's next aviation 
growth market, the Ministry of Transport revealed that it also 
plans to transform the country into the region's main aviation 
hub.
Minister of Transport U NyanHtunAung, at the Myanmar 
Civil Aviation Development Conference at Traders Hotel, 
said the government has “set a vision that aims at making 
Myanmar the major logistics hub in Asia”. “For fulfilling this 
vision, we have defined a mission that will drive us to 
develop and strengthen the safe, secure, efficient, 
sustainable and environmentally friendly aviation industry 
in the country,” he said.
He said the ministry plans to implement four strategic plans 
to achieve its goals: pursuing liberalisation of economic 
regulations, establishing new air linkages to worldwide 
destinations, promoting national airlines and improving 
infrastructure. U Tin NaingTun, the director general of the 
Department of Civil Aviation (DCA), said the ministry will 
first conclude air service agreements with new bilateral 
partners and revise some old agreements with more liberal 
provisions. “Then we will establish new air linkages in line 
with the second strategic plan. We have linked to some 
emerging economies like India, China and Japan at present. 
In the foreseeable future, we will expand our air route 
networks to access worldwide destinations, especially to 
Europe, the US and Australia,” he said. In order to speed up 
the plans; he said the ministry is launching a public-private 
partnership scheme “in accord with the country's economic 
trends”. According to DCA statistics, total passenger traffic 
was 6.49 million in 2013, a 16.5-percent increase from 2012.

MYANMAR AIMS TO BECOME 
REGIONAL AVIATION HUB

MANDALAY LEADS TOURISM 
SECTOR WITH 302 NEW 
HOTELS

SUBCOMMITTEE TO EASE 
IMPORTING OF FOREIGN 
GOODS

Between July 2013 and February 2014 - 
1,102 travel firm licenses, 190 
transportation licenses and 3,341 tour 
guide firm licenses have been issued 
across the country.Out of 960 hotels 
granted operating licenses across 
Myanmar over the last year, 302 have 
been opened in Mandalay while 238 have 
opened in Yangon Region. This year is 
expected to attract 3 million visitors. 
Local investment in hotels and tourism is 
up by US$ 526.79 million by March 
2014.
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EDUCATION

The British International School - a new 
international school, teaching to UK 
standards, will open its doors to students 
in August, 2014. Located on Yangon-
Insein Road near Inya Lake, the school 
will accept 100 to 150 students in its first 
year and is aimed primarily at the children 
of the large number of expatriates who 
have recently entered the country as it 
pursues its political and economic 
r e f o r m s .  “ F o r  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  
corporations, the shortage of high-quality 
international schools is already proving 
to be an important barrier to their 
investment in Myanmar. The school will 
follow the English national curriculum. 
The school will cater both to the expat 
community and to local residents seeking 
an international education for their 
children. 

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

With the support of Ministry of Education, the 'eLibrary 
Myanmar' project will for the first time provide local 
academics and students online access to a comprehensive 
and multidisciplinary collection of scholarly resources. The 
project is funded by the Open Society Foundations' Higher 
Education Support programme and is implemented by EIFL, 
an international not-for-profit organisation working with 
libraries around the world to enable sustainable access to 
digital information. Burmese academics and students will 
have direct access to a comprehensive range of high quality 
digital resources, including journals, books and reference 
materials. In order to maximize awareness and use among 
academics and students, the team will roll out a series of 
training so students will be equipped to make the best use of 
the available content. The project is to improve the quality of 
education and research, and in time social and economic 
development.

“Bringing iconic universities, such as the University of 
Yangon and the University of Mandalay, to life, will not only 
mean helping their communities gain access to the most 
current thinking, inspiring scholarship and novel resources,” 
said Oleksandr Shtokvych, Senior Manager at the Open 
Society Foundations'.

It will also mean including their students and scholars as 
active participants in the production of new knowledge and 
critical thinking, and bringing the unique and rich legacy and 
current developments in Myanmar into the limelight of 
international scholarship. 

Foreign language study is booming in 

Myanmar as political change fuels young 

people's hopes of opportunities at home 

and abroad of which their parents never 

dreamed. Myanmar's linguistic spree is 

part of a broader re-emergence of a 

historic cosmopolitanism in a country at 

Asia's heart that has seen millennia of 

immigration but was sealed off from the 

wider world. Some students are relishing 

the opportunities for study overseas that 

renewed international engagement is 

bringing, with many sanctions rolled 

back since the political transition began. 

Others are preparing for the world to 

come to them, as international excitement 

grows over the commercial prospects in a 

resource-rich country.

MYANMAR OPENS ONLINE 
DIGITAL LIBRARY FOR 
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

BRITISH INTL SCHOOL SET 
TO OPEN IN YANGON

MYANMAR YOUNGSTERS 
CLAMOUR FOR LANGUAGE 
LESSONS



Win Tin (12 March 1930 – 21 April 2014) was a Burmese journalist, politician and political 

prisoner. He co-founded the National League for Democracy (NLD). He was imprisoned by 

the military government for 19 years (1989–2008) for his writings and his leadership 

position in the NLD. He served as the editor-in-chief of Kyemon (The Mirror), one of 

Burma's most popular newspapers at that time after it was nationalized and original founder, 

U Thaung, was imprisoned in 1964. In 1969, he was appointed as editor-in-chief of a State 

owned new daily newspaper, the Hanthawaddy Daily in Mandalay by Ne Win's military 

government. It became a successful one within a few years. But thanks to his unwillingness 

to compromise his editorial independence and his proclivity to run stories criticizing the 

regime, the paper was shut down and he was dismissed in 1978.He wrote Search for beauty 

under the pen name Paw Thit. Translations of Northern Light and Queed were his well-

known works. He also wrote books on his tours in communist countries. His autobiography, 

“What is the Human Hell”, was published in 2010 and described in detail of inhuman 

torturing and interrogation practices in prison

Win Tin served a 20-year sentence on charges including "anti-government propaganda." He 

had tried to inform the United Nations of ongoing human rights violations in Burmese 

prisons.In 2001, Win Tin was awarded the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom 

Prize for his efforts to defend and promote the right to freedom of expression. That year, he 

was also awarded the World Association of Newspapers' Golden Pen of Freedom Award. 

From 2006 onward, he could not receive visits from the International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC).
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TRIBUTE TO U WIN TIN 
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TWO MINUTE SILENCE

At 81, he was in a poor state of health, exacerbated by his 
treatment in prison, which included torture, inadequate 
access to medical treatment, being held in a cell designed 
for military dogs, without bedding, and being deprived 
of food and water for long periods of time. D Wave, NLD 
official periodical, was started in prison by his hand 
writing.He was freed on 23 September 2008, after 
serving 19 years in prison. After his release from prison 
Win Tin made efforts to re-organize the NLD. He re-
launched the weekly meetings of the party's Central 
Executive Committee which had been irregularly held 
since 2003. He also resumed a regular roundtable called 
"Youth and Future" which Aung San SuuKyi had 
participated in the past. Win Tin visited families of 
political prisoners to offer moral support.
According to The Economist, he viewed Aung San SuuKyi as being "too soft and much too 
pro-establishment," someone who "negotiated with the generals, where he never would, and 
was revered by party members in a way which he thought was bad for democracy. He set up U 
Win Tin Foundation to help former political prisoners and their families including 
scholarships for university education in 2012. Most of the awarded money was used for that 
purpose.“U Win Tin was the exemplar of dignified courage and principle against decades of 
brutal military rule,” said Kenneth Roth, executive director. “Human Rights Watch 
campaigned for his release for many years. We are deeply saddened by his death – an 
irreplaceable loss for Burma's human rights community.”U Win Tin was a leader to future 
generations in Burma, encouraging younger activists and journalists to stand up to misrule 
and corruption, and to promote basic freedoms of assembly and free expression. He 
convened an NLD youth group to promote greater inclusion of younger activists into 
politics. He also helped former political prisoners reintegrate into the Burmese community, 
and financially assisted, within his small means, their families, who the authorities had also 
victimized for many years.

THE MEMORIAL SERVICE IN YANGON SAW MANY DONNING BLUE OUTFITS AS A SIGN OF SOLIDARITY
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Under the broad agenda of 'Nations in Transition' and their internal political dynamics, 
ZakirHusain Delhi College had organised a conference on “Political Transition in 
India'sNeighbourhood: Afghanistan and Myanmar” on 11th April, 2014. The dilemmas of 
political transition in Afghanistan and the nature of democratization in Myanmar are issues 
which require critical interventions. Therefore, the conference aimed to compare and 
contrast the nature of transition and current political developments in both the countries, 
particularly in the wake of the Presidential elections in Afghanistan and the recently 
conducted census in Myanmar.
The various sessions focused on a comparative analysis between Afghanistan and Myanmar 
and the similarities in the transition that both the countries are undergoing.The Conference 
was organized in collaboration with American Centre, Sarcist and Bookage Publishers and 
discussed the issues of state building in the context of post-conflict society of Afghanistan 
and national reconciliation process in Myanmar. 
It provided a forum for discussion and interface between the Diplomats, academicians, 
media persons, research scholars, policy analysts and practitioners representing various 
institution in India as well as abroad. The outcome of the conference serves as an important 
contribution for future academic research on political transition and change in these 
regions.

CONCEPT NOTE
Today the region in India's neighbourhood stands at the crossroads of history. Political 
uncertainties, growing internal and regional insecurities, weakening social fabrics, 
economic hardships despite the mirage of growth and systemic human rights violations 
define the political climate of the south Asian region.

POLITICAL TRANSITION IN INDIA'S NEIGHBOURHOOD 
AFGHANISTAN AND MYANMAR
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India's neighbourhood particularly Afghanistan and Myanmar, on the west and east 
respectively, are undergoing a rapid political transition embrowned with a number of 
possibilities. Political transition in both the countries affects not only the life of the people of 
the two countries but also has tremendous bearings on peace, security, stability and 
development of the entire region. However, the nature of the political turmoil, historical 
background, geopolitical imperatives and undergoing transition in the two countries and 
their implications for the region and India in particular are very much different.

AFGHANISTAN
Afghanistan's predicament is the result of a mix of:

· Legacy of cold war
· US-Pakistan post-cold war lopsided policies
· Post 9/11 US militarism
· Obama's half-hearted approach towards Afghanistan's reconstruction and lack of 

clarity in his Pakistan's policy 
· Afghans' collective inability to reach a comprehensive political reconciliation. 

The Afghanistan challenge is the challenge of post-conflict nation and state building in a 
country still rooted in tribalism and absence of a viable economy. The stumbling blocks on 
the path of stabilization in Afghanistan are as follows:

· Taliban's extremism
· Opium cultivation 
· Warlordism
· Resistance to the authority of centralized state
· Dependence on foreign donors' money 
· Pakistan's elusive search for strategic depth against India

There are allegations of rampant corruption under Karzai government and his uneasy 
relations with the US have delayed the signing of the Afghanistan-US Bilateral Security 
Agreement despite its approval by the National LoyaJirgah.
There are mixed signals of whether Afghanistan will be able to maintain peace and stability 
and prevent the reemergence of Taliban from forcibly capturing state power or preventing a 
civil war reminiscent of the days of post -Soviet withdrawal in 1989. Taliban has been no 
doubt weakened but it remains a serious contender for power. The conduct of elections to 
Presidency and Parliament is a challenge which hopefully will be carried out and new 
government may sign the Bilateral Security Agreement. The US and international assistance 
in non-combative role and financial assistance will be required for a long time to come. Lots 
of stakes of the international community and India are involved in peace, stability and 
prosperity in Afghanistan and maintenance of its independence and sovereignty.

MYANMAR
The new democratic regime in Myanmar is now taking its baby steps and embarking on a 
new era of democratic reforms on the path of - 'disciplined democracy'. At this stage, it has to 
face a number of teething troubles and has a long way to go from infancy to adolescence. As it 
moves forward in its growth and maturity, we hope these problems can be overpowered with 
the emergence of a more open and mature democracy. The newly established national and 
regional parliaments are the centerpiece of the country's         reform process. Still, the new 
Constitution greatly inhibits the creation of a genuine civilian government in Myanmar. One 
reason is the reservation of 25 per cent of all seats in the National Parliament for military 
personnel.
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It also assigns key ministerial portfolios such as Defense and Home Affairs exclusively to 
military representatives. The other controversial clause relates to Article 59(F) which 
prohibits any citizens whose parents, spouse or children owe any allegiance to a foreign 
power.
Moreover, ethnic nationalities have also been demanding a federal constitution, granting 
them greater autonomy. Although, the change is coming slowly to the isolated country, but 
still, it has a long way to go. With the elections being held and release of Aung San Suu Kyi, 
there is a ray of hope for democracy and change in Myanmar. The entry of Suu Kyi and her 
party to the parliament has been a means of legitimizing newly established civilian regime's 
mandate to govern and enhance its own reform credentials. The regime needs Suu Kyi in the 
parliament to bolster the authority of its own political system and spur on easing Western 
sanctions. However, Suu Kyi needs the military perhaps more than anyone else if she is to 
advance politically and amend the constitution, given a quarter of seats are reserved for the 
military. The reform process, however, in Myanmar is scared by the reformists and 
hardliners in the army. The hardliners have become more concerned after the last bye-
elections when military backed USDP could just get one out of the 45 seats.
Nevertheless, resolving the ethnic issue will be Myanmar's biggest challenge now.
Overcoming of sixty year old ethnic conflict will not be easy and the government will have to 
do a great deal to build the trust necessary to move beyond temporary ceasefires to resolve 
the underlying political issues. These developments, therefore, have a significant 
implication for the dynamics of power struggle and future road map to the presidency in 
Myanmar in the 2015 elections.

The dilemmas of political transition in Afghanistan and the nature of democratization in
Myanmar are issues require critical interventions.
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